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‘TFOR ALLWHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


With new rollingstock and a new name, the Government is 
doing everything it can to try and get people back on the 
railways. Unfortunately one area that should be better cared for 
and have more importance placed on it is still being largely 
overlooked. The area in question is the actual trackbed. 

It is all very well to replace sleepers and ballast but if the 
track does not get the daily maintenance it should, it very 
quickly falls into disrepair and it is little better than before it was 
repaired. Even with all the fancy machines around today, most 
lines are in a run down condition. 

There are mudholes at a lot of railjoints, where points are 
located and in the pit between platforms. You only have to look 
down any track to see the buckles and kinks that used to be 
repaired when each section had its local gang. You have to go a 
long way to find a gangers’ shed with a sign above the door to 
show they have the best section of track in their area. 

— Dynon Loco Depot is a good example of poor maintenance. 
Nearly every road in the depot is in need of major work. There 
are many Sleepers that need replacing, most have their tops 
either level with or under the ground. The points are going from 
bad to worse and the whole area is covered in oil and grease. 
When it rains it becomes an area people should not be expected 
to work in. ‘ 

Money and daily maintenance is the only answer to the 
problem and if high speed trains are expected to run 
satisfactorily, the authorities may have to rethink some of their 
policies. 


Front Cover: 42103 idles away at the head of the 2015 
Dynon Albury goods shortly before departure on 3.5.83. 
This was the last visit of a 421 class to Melbourne and 
its visit was for noise level evaluation. (Eric Gunning) 
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Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
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All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
-ARHS Membership Officer, Box SI77AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap- 
_penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrai! may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: B76 hauls a set of E cars out of Gee- 
long on the Up. 


Opposite below: A few minutes later B71 hauls 2 N car 
sets. (Both photos Robert Carlisle) 
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Bet Bet Station 


$307 leads S308 through Bet Bet at the head of a rake of empties bound for the Dunolly Silos on 6.11.79. 
(John Dare) 


This small station (now closed) on the Mildura line 
was the subject of a reader’s query in the May edition of 
Newsrail. As well as the response in the July edition of 
the magazine, the Signalling Record Society (Victoria) 
has gratefully supplied the following history of the sta- 
tion. Anyone interested in the activity of the Society 
should write to David Langley, ‘Wahroonga’, Crichton 
St, Avenel 3664. 

The gold mining township of Bet Bet was provided 
with a railway station on 6th October, 1874 when the 
first section of the Mildura line proper was opened bet- 
ween Maryborough and Dunolly. Up and Down home 
signals protected the three road yard and although a 
crossing loop was provided, Bet Bet was not a staff sta- 
tion. Nor was it shown as such in the 1881 Working 
Timetable. By 1885 the Mildura line had reached 
Donald and with the resulting increase in trains it was 
apparently necessary to shorten the section 
Maryborough - Dunolly and so Bet Bet became a staff 
and ticket station. 

The depression of the 1890s saw traffic drop off and 
economies were made in manpower, the station master 
being withdrawn from Bet Bet and with him the staff 
and ticket, leaving Maryborough - Dunolly as the sec- 
tion once again. The home signals lasted until the pro- 


DAVID LANGLEY 


vision of electric staff on 9th October, 1900 when they 
also went as there was now no necessity to protect 
shunting trains. Previously it was necessary to protect 
trains travelling on ticket whilst they were shunting at 
intermediate stations but with the electric staff system 
only one train could occupy the section at one time. 
The main line points were not equipped with staff 
locks. 

The steady increase in the area of land being culti- 
vated, especially for wheat, brought the problems of 
large numbers of small trains operating through long 
staff sections and over adverse gradients. To help 
alleviate this problem Bet Bet was provided with large 
pattern electric staff instruments to enable the station 
to be used as a seasonal staff station. Plunger locks, 
home signals and scotch blocks in No.3 road were pro- 
vided and brought into use when open as a staff sta- 
tion. The staff locks rodded to derails in No.3 road 
were retained for use when the station was closed as a 
staff station. Also the crossing loop was spiked out of 
use and the home signals crossed. The dead end exten- 
sion of No.2 road was used for crossing long trains. 
These alterations at Bet Bet were brought into use 31st 
December, 1912 and the arrangements are shown in 
Figure 1. 


Fig. 1 
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Fig. 2 
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Bet Bet was first opened as a seasonal staff station on 
6th January, 1913 and closed three months later, but 
was reopened for periods of up to five months in 1914, 
1916, 1917, 1918, 1919 and 1920. After reopening in 
January 1922, Bet Bet remained a staff station perma- 
nently and the staff locks were removed although my 
records do not show whether it was immediately or on 
/11th November 1924. This latter date is, however, the 
date of installation of a five lever inter-locking frame 
provided in conjunction with the opening of a ballast 
siding. This ‘siding’ some two miles 17 chains long 
branched from the Up end of No.3 (shed) road at Bet 
Bet and ran alongside a public road to the Duke and 
| Main Leads gold mine known to have been working at 
‘least until 1918. The siding enabled the railways 
'department to remove mine tailings for use on the 
“Mildura line during the upgrading of that line to allow 
A2 class engines to run as far as Woomelang. The State 
Rivers & Water Supply Commission also used the rail- 
ings for lock construction on the Murray River near 


Mildura. 


The ballast siding terminated in a loop siding with 


| two dead end sidings, and was worked under the rules 
| for staff and ticket although tickets were not ordinarily 


/ used. K class engines were the heaviest permitted and 


the speed limit was 10 mph, trains working the siding 
were required to have a van at both ends. 

The alterations at Bet Bet for the ballast siding saw 
the dead end extension of No.2 road lengthened by 


/1500' and connected to the main line permitting an 


engine and 37 vehicles to stand in clear of the connec- 
tions at both ends. The Up end connection and the new 
crossover at the Down end were both secured by 
Annett locks the key of which was normally kept in a 
duplicate lock on lever No.5 in the interlocking frame. 
When the key was removed (after reversing lever 5) 
the other levers were locked normal. Signal quadrants 


at the plunger locked points were also secured normal 
by Annett locks thus preserving the interlocking of the 
signals. Figure 2 shows the layout at Bet Bet following 
the opening of the ballast siding. As a prelude to these 
alterations the Down home signal was moved about 
300 yards further out. 


The home signal from the ballast siding was 
removed on 17th July, 1930 and the siding shortened 
to about 1200' in August 1939. It was shortened even 
further some years later. The Annett locked crossover 
between the main line and No.2A road, together with 
the Up departure home signal, was removed on 9th 
July, 1942. 


Switching facilities were provided at Bet Bet on 21st 
March, 1934 thus enabling economies to be made in 
staffing the station during periods of light traffic. As 
will be remembered Bet Bet was a seasonal staff station 
for some years but whilst it was open as such it was 
required to be attended for all trains. Switching instru- 
ments now enabled the station to be switched in for 
peak train operation and switched out at other times. 
Stations similarly equipped normally were staffed by 
only one man instead of two or three and a number of 
stations in Victoria were equipped at this time. 

With the advent of the diesel electric locomotive, 
sectional running times have been reduced to the point 
where many small stations were not required to be 
staff stations any more. Bet Bet was one of these and 
for many years it was used less and less until 22nd 
October, 1981 when it was closed as a staff station. The 
instruments had been little used for some years prior 
to that date even taking into account the large number 
of wheat trains operating between Dunolly and 
Geelong, diesel hauled trains traversing the section 
between Dunolly and Maryborough without causing 
much delay to other trains. The arrangements at Bet 
Bet when closed as staff station are shown in Figure 3. 
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Altered Country Timetables 


Until the next major series of timetable alterations 
occurs early in 1984 (coinciding with the opening of 
the Northern Loop and associated suburban timetable 
changes), amendments to country schedules are being 
kept to a minimum. However the reintroduction of 
Cobram services on 14.8 and the planned (but defer- 
red) opening of the Werribee electrification on 21.8 
were sufficient to require a new public timetable to be 
printed, and the opportunity was taken to make a few 
necessary changes (some in order to simplify the car- 
riage working in new roster N18) and to adjust some 
bus connections to match altered train times of some 
months ago. 

Some of the ‘“‘necessary’’ changes are difficult to 
understand. The 0755 Down Horsham has been 
accelerated in anticipation of having more staff 
exchangers in use of the Geelong - Ballarat line, but 
the 15 50 Down Ballarat schedule remains unaltered. 
Down Bairnsdale trains have had their Sale time 
reduced to 3 minutes in anticipation of the opening of 
the new station there next November, but Up trains 
are unchanged. On other lines the schedule of one 
train is changed, but other trains are not touched, and 
the number of inconsistencies has increased. It is 
understood that the present alterations are seen as a 
rushed job, and that much more work will go into get- 
ting things as near perfect as possible next year. 

The 07 55 Down Horsham now stops at North Shore 
to pick up, and is 5 minutes earlier at stations Ballarat 
to Horsham. The 08 25 bus from Geelong to Ballarat 
has been put back to 09 10. The bus connections to 
Hamilton and Hopetoun have been adjusted so that 
connecting times are reduced. The 1445 Up Ballarat 
stops at Ballan. 

The 14 05 and 21 30 Down Bacchus Marsh are oper- 
ated by DERMs. The 21 30 returns empty at 22 40, 
and the cars off the 16 20 Down pass. now stay over- 
night to form the first Up pass. service next morning. 

Heywood bus times are altered to reduce connecting 
intervals at Warrnambool The midday service now 
runs additionally on Saturdays. The introduction of a 
40-minute off peak service to Werribee, and an 
increase in capacity of peak trains, means that Wer- 
ribee passengers no longer rely on Geelong trains for 
their principal services to and from Melbourne. On 
Mon. to Fri. the 17 40 and 18 10 Down services pick 
up only at Werribee, and the 05 15, 05 45, 06 15, 
07 10, 07 25 and 08 25 Up services set down only. On 
Mon. to Fri. the 10 00, 12 00, 14.00 and 20 10 Down, 
and 07 40, 10 30, 12 30 and 14 30 Up trains, and on 
Saturdays the 08 00, 1000, 1200, 1400, 1600 and 
8 00 Down and 10 30, 12 30, 14 30, 16 30 and 18 30 
Up trains cease to stop at Werribee. 

All Numurkah services are extended to Cobram, 
replacing the bus service. The evening Down service 
on Mon. to Fri. is altered to depart at 18 18 in order not 
to be blocked by the 17 30 Seymour which had been 
running late regularly, and is now slowed by 10 
minutes. The 16 20 Up Shepparton on Mon. to Fri. is 
altered to 1625 and accelerated by 5 minutes. The 
Numurkah - Shepparton workers’ bus is accelerated by 
10 minutes. 

One problem with Traralgon services had been get- 
ting vangoods to Warragul, Moe and Morwell, as the 
morning stopping train started from Dandenong and 
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not Spencer St. The problem has been solved by run-_ 
ning the 04 40 Down on Mon. to Fri. and not just on) 
Mondays. It is balanced by extending the 18 30 Tra- 
ralgon - Warragul to Melbourne as a passenger train. 
This allows the 1650 Up Traralgon to run 20 minutes 
earlier as far as Warragul (to the advantage of com- 
muters), Traralgon passengers who don’t like the 22- 
minute wait at Warragul can catch the later through 
train. 

The 09 15 Down Traralgon is altered to 09 00 and 
the 12 50 Up to 13 30 to allow this train to be extended. 
to Sale when required for group travel. The circular 
gives a conditional schedule. 

To enable an N set to be used, the 19 00 Down Tra- 
ralgon on Sunday is altered to depart at 19 35, with the | 
cars off the 19 05 arrival. In fact this train is run with 2 | 
N sets, as the introduction 5 extra Up trains a week | 
from Traralgon but only 4 new Down services leaves a_ 
set unbalanced. The 17 00 Down Traralgon on Sunday | 
forms empty cars to Warragul to balance cars. 


CARRIAGE ROSTER N18 


The delivery of the eighteenth N set completes one | 
stage of the upgrading process. Fifteen of these sets are | 
programmed each day (one less than originally hoped | 
for), providing fully-airconditioned trains on most | 
middle-distance services. The ten S and Z sets running | 
to Albury, Swan Hill, Mildura, Gippsland and War- | 
rnambool are either fully airconditioned or shortly will 
be. Five rosters still include non-airconditioned 
economy cars, and these can be counted as the four 
abandoned Traralgon InterUrbans, plus the ‘‘missing”’ 
N set. In addition there are nine ‘‘railmotor’’ rosters, 
only one of which is at present airconditioned; these 
should be fully airconditioned by the end of 1984 when 
all four 600 railcars have been refurbished and Harris 
sets are in operation on other services. 

With the InterUrban program abandoned, Traralgon 
trains were not of the same standard as InterUrban 
trains elsewhere, so roster N18 introduces N sets 5 
times a day to Gippsland. These sets interwork with 
those on other lines, so the distinguishing letter ‘‘E”’ 
has been dropped from the run numbers. There are no 
Werribee sets now, so the ‘‘W” letters have been drop- 
ped, too. The sets are now numbered from 1-28 
(‘“‘passenger’’ runs) and 30-39 (‘‘railmotor’’ runs). 

One completely non-airconditioned ‘‘passenger”’ set 
is restricted to the Geelong line, and runs on Monday 
to Friday only. The other sets include a first class air- 
conditioned car (AS or AEa/c), and run on the Gipps- 
land trains not covered by N sets, some Geelong 
trains, and the Friday night services to Ballarat and 
Bendigo which were previously completely non-aircon- 
ditioned. These four sets are not identical, but do inter- 
work. The two sets with AS cars are also shown as hav- 
ing BK cars (steel cars on loan from ANR). 

Like the previous roster N15, N18 schedules only 
one 600 railcar in operation, and the other trips sup- 
posed to be run by a 600 are now operated regularly by 
passenger trains. 


CHANGE OF NEWS EDITOR: 
Joe French, 2 Norfolk Street, Moonee Ponds, 3039. 
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STAFFS 


$307 and S310 power the 0640 Up Dimboola Pass through 
Bacchus Marsh on Sat.30.7.83, picking up the staff auto- 
matically. 


T403 pauses on the Up so as the loco assistant is able to 
exchange staffs, while on the Up Gippslander between 
Bairnsdale and Sale. (Both photos Paul Jordan) 
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The consists are: 
ACN-BRN-BN 
CW-AE-BEL-BEL-BEL 
CW-AEa/c-BW-BEL-BEL 
CW-AS-BK-BEL-BEL 
BCE-AZ-Buffet-BS-BEa/c 
CD-AZ-BRS-BZ-BEa/c 
CD-AS-BRS-BS-BWL 
CE-AZ-MRS-BZ-BS 
CE-AZ-MBS-BZ-BS 


1-15 
16 
17, 18 


34 
35, 36, 37 
38 
39 


DERM 


BCE-BW-BW-BW 
BCPL-BPL-BPL-BPL-BPL 
CW-AE-BEL-BW 


DRC 


BCPL-BPL-BPL-BW 


The roster shows the time each set leaves Spencer St 
for a country destination, and the time it arrives back. 
Where a train runs with a double consist, it appears 
twice in the listing. 

MO — Monday only 

ME — Monday excepted 

FO — Friday only 

FE — Friday excepted 

* — empty cars 

[i= Flinders St 

d — Dandenong 


On Show Day 1982, the 16 45 Albury - Melbourne pass. was 
a double set, the N set being for a package tour. It had been 
attached to the 07 54 Down. The locos were S306 and X34. 
(Roderick Smith) 


RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
] Cob. 09 25 Cob. 10 02 
1550 Ball. 20 48 1825 W’Bool at Cobram 
2230 ~=Geel. (FE) 
Forms 8 Forms 12 Forms | 
2 Dim. 1] 25 Dim. 11 25 
1255  Wbool 2110 1345 Bgo. 1915 at Dimboola 
Forms 15 Forms 13 Forms 2 
3 Ball. 08 26 Ball. 09 27 Ball. 10 48 
0855 Ball. 13 33 1810 Ball. 13 15 Ball. 18 30 
1455 S.Geel. 1725 1915 Ball. 
1818 Cob. 
Forms | Forms 3 Forms 3 
4 Ball. 09 27 Alb. 18 55 
1525 S.Geel. 1810 at Albury 1945 Bgo. 
Forms 5 Forms 4 Forms 11 
5 Bgo. 09 05 Bgo. 09 25 0930 Horsh. 2035 
0950 ~~ -Bgo. 16 05 1230 Ball. 19 36 2225 ~~ Geel. 
1705 Kyn. 
Forms 11 Forms 15 Forms 10 
6 S.Geel. 07 33 Geel. 08 40 0930 Horsh. 20 35 
0800 S.Geel. 1040 1800 Dim. 2225 ~~ Geel. 
1930 Ball. (FE) 
1940 Alb. (FO) 
Forms 4 Forms 2 Forms 9 
7 S.Geel. 0758 0800 S.Geel. 1040 0945 Cob. 20 02 
0835 Wbool 1603 1100 Geel. 13 35 
1645 S. Geel. 1400 Geel. 16 40 
S.Geel. 21 35* (FO) 1700 Geel. 19 34 
Forms 9 Forms 8 Forms 12 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
8 S. Geel. 07 58 0700 Geel. 09 40 0935  S. Hill 21 10 
0855 Shepp. 14.55 1000 Geel. 12 40 2245* Geel. 
1540 T’gon 20 57 1300 Geel. 15 35 
2115 T’gon 1600 Geel. 18 40 
Forms 14 Forms 6 Forms 8 
9 Geel. 08 24 0835 W’bool 1600 W’bool 20 20 
1745 Kyn. 21 25 Geel. 
Forms 12 Forms 10 Forms 6 
10 Geel. 08 24 0855 Shepp. 18 56 0935 ~— ‘S. Hill 2110 
1755. Dim. 22 45* Geel. 
Forms 2 Forms 5 Forms 7 
11 Bgo. 0717. (MO) Kyn. 08 15 1005 = Geel. 13 40 
Kyn. 0717 (ME) 0845 Bgo. 14 10 1405 Geel. 1712 
0750 ~Bgo. 13 05 1815 Cob. 1935 T’gon. 
1347 T’gon 19 23 
2230 = ~=Geel. (FE) 
Forms 7 Forms | Forms 14 
12 0435*  Kyn. (MO) Kyn. 08 15 W’bool 20 20 
Kyn. 08 05 1825  W’Bool 
0900 Geel. 11 35 
1230 Ball. 16 25 
1725 Ball. 
Forms 3 Forms 9 Forms 15 
13 T’gon 08 25f 1610 ~~ Bgo. 
09 0Of T’gon. 16 00 at Traralgon 
1645S. Geel. 
S.Geel. 2135* (FO) 
Forms 10 Forms 14 Forms 5 
14 T’gon 09 22 T gon. 08 30 T’gon 19 05 
1000 Geel. 12 40 0900 Geel. 11 35 1935  T’gon 
1300 Geel. 15 35 1200 Geel. 14 40 
16 50f T’gon 1500 Geel. 17 35 
1800 S.Geel. 2110 
Forms 13 Forms 11 Forms 13 
15 0755  Horsh. 1830 0755  Horsh. 18 30 1615 Ball. 
1910 Geel. 2113 
2325 Geel. 
Forms 6 Forms 7 Forms 4 
16 0548 S.Geel. 0845 
1100 Geel. 1335 (ME) at Spencer St at Spencer St 
1400 S.Geel. 1702 (ME) 
1740 Geel. 20 36 
| Forms 16 Forms 16 Forms 16 
17 S.Geel. 06 32 
0654 S.Geel. 09 40 
1713 S.Geel. 1955 at Geelong at Geelong 
2045 = Bgo. (FO) 
Forms 18 Forms 17 Forms 18 
18 S. Geel. 08 53 Bgo. 11 00 
1245 Wel. 16 45f at Bendigo 17 30 Geel. 21 20 
17 50f Wel. 
Forms 19 Forms 18 Forms 20 
19 Wel. 06 55d Wel. 0659d T’gon 10 33 
0725 T’gon 12 13 07 44d T’gon 12 40 1700 T’gon 
1600 S.Geel. 1900 1740 T’gon (2000* T’gon-Wgl.) 
1930 Ball. (FO) 
Forms 20 Forms 19 Forms 19 
20 0440 T’gon 11 18 Ball. 13 35 
1200 Geel. 14 40 1900 Geel. 
1538 B.Marsh 17 48 
1810  S. Geel. at Geelong 
S.Geel. 2055* (FO) 
2230 = Geel. (FO) 
Forms 17 Forms 20 Forms 17 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
21 Geel. 0751 Geel. 07 40 Geel. 09 11 
08 26 ~—_Bairns. 17 43 08 26 Bairns. 17 44 0930 ~=Bairns. 2045 
1826 Sale (FE) 1826 Sale 22 05* Geel. 
1826 Bairns. (FO) 
Forms 22 Forms 22 Forms 21 
22 Sale 10 02 Bairns. 10 23 
1700 Geel. 19 40 1224 Tgon 18 40 at Sale 
2010 Geel. 2325 Geel. 
Forms 21 Forms 21 Forms 22 
23 S.Geel. 0702 Geel. 06 40 0945 ~~ Alb. 20 45 
0755 Alb. 16 20 0755 Alb. 20 35 2205* ~—- Geel. 
1720 Alb. 
Forms 24 Forms 24 Forms 23 
24 Alb. 10 02 S. Hill 11 05 at Swan Hill 
1215 Alb. 20 12 1805 S. Hill 
2130 Geel. 
Forms 23 Forms 25 Forms 25 
25 S. Hill 11 05 S. Hill 11 05 at Swan Hill 
1215 Alb. 20 12 1805 S. Hill 
2130 Geel. 
Forms 23 Forms 25 Forms 25 
26 W’bool 10 00 W’bool 1000 Geel. 18 32 
1100 Geel. 1335 (MO) 2130 Geel. 1855  W’bool 
1400 Geel. 1702 (MO) 
1800 W’bool 
Forms 26 Forms 26 Forms 26 
27 Mild. 07 15 Mild. 07 15 21 25 ex Mildura 
1345 Bgo. 19 15 1830 Bgo. 
Forms 28 same day Forms 27 
28 2120 = Mild. 07 40 arrival at Mildura Bgo. 1915 
Forms 27 Forms 27 Forms 27 
30 0555  Sunb. 07 45 0710 Sey. 11 21 
0805  Sunb. 09 50 1235 Sey. 17 35 
1005 Kyn. 13 48 
1405  B. Marsh 1652 at Spencer St 
1835  B.Marsh 21 15 
2130 B.Marsh 2341* 
Forms 32 Forms 30 Forms 30 
31 B. Marsh 06 47 B. Marsh 07 35 
1105  B. Marsh 13 53 1240 B. Marsh 
1558  Sunb. 17 52 at Bacchus Marsh 
1915 Sunb. 21 00 
2125  Sunb. 23 00 
Forms 30 Forms 31 Forms 31 
32 0455  Sunb. 06 35 
0700 Sey. 11 20 at Spencer St at Spencer St 
1758 B. Marsh 
Forms 31 Forms 32 Forms 32 
33 0625  Sunb. 08 23 
1245 Kyn. 16 48 at Spencer St at Spencer St 
1715 Sunb. 19 36 
Forms 33 Forms 33 Forms 33 
34 B. Marsh 08 08 at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1700 B. Marsh 
Forms 34 Forms 34 Forms 34 
35 Kyn. 08 40 
1605 Sey. at Kyneton at Kyneton 
Sey. 1940 (FO) 
2100 Sey. (FO) 
Forms 37 Forms 35 Forms 35 
36 Sey. 08 11 
1304 B. Marsh 15 43 at Seymour at Seymour 
1635 = Kyn. 
Forms 35 Forms 37 Forms 36 
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Forms 39 


Forms 39 


RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
37 Sey. 08 28 Sey. 08 41 
09 05 B. Marsh 
52 12 35. Sey. at Seymour 
13 15 Sey. 17 00 
17 30. Sey. 
Forms 36 Forms 36 Forms 37 
38 Sey. 07 31 08 OS Kyn. 11 48 at Seymour 
08 0S Kyn. 11 48 12 45 Kyn. 16 50 
15 10 Kyn. 18 37 18 35 Sey. 
18 55 Sey. 
Sey. 22 28 (FO) 
Forms 38 Forms 38 Forms 38 
39 04 30* B. Marsh (MO) B. Marsh 08 25 
B. Marsh 07 28 0905 B. Marsh 11 13 at Bacchus Marsh 
0753 =B. Marsh 10 30 
1620 ~=B. Marsh 


Forms 39 


N SETS 
AT 
SEYMOUR 


pass., 10.5.83. 


service at the same spot. 
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B69 has just passed over the 
Goulburn River as it runs into 
Seymour on the Down Cobram 


T413 heads the local Seymour 


Ant 


Cobram Pass. Service Re-introduced 


Most Victorian rail enthusiasts of the past twenty or so 
years would be well used to the decline of non-urban 
rail services in both their home state and in neighbour- 
ing abodes. Withdrawal of Victorian branch line 
railmotor services, total elimination of schedules in 
Tasmania and reduction of frequency and quality in 
South Australia are but three examples. It may come 
as a Surprise to learn that desecration of the hobbyists’ 
favourite sons is not total: occasionally a glimmer of 
light is to be seen at the end of the tunnel (and even 
their numbers have been reduced in Victoria in recent 
years!) 

The re-opening of the passenger service to the Mur- 
ray River town of Cobram on 14th August, 1983, was 
one such event. With country (‘‘InterCity’’) services 
undergoing a rebirth through the introduction of new 
cars, catering facilities and reservation systems, it was 
decided by the State Transport Authority hierarchy 
that the appropriate way to obtain publicity would be to 
offer free trips on the N cars in the Goulburn Valley 
region. 

Around 80 railfans, plus 30 invited guests and STA 
staff, departed Spencer St at 08 35 on 14.8 in the com- 
pany of loco B64 hauling 9BN-SOBRN-6ACN, and by 
09 00 had passed Somerton, where X51 was to be 
found at the head of the Spirit of Progress from Sydney. 
Near Kilmore East, 42204 raced by with a short up s.g. 
goods of twelve plus van, followed less than ten 
minutes later by 42217 towing a similar creation. 


We soon arrived at Seymour, our stop being on time 
from 09 48 to 09 50; as it was morning tea time, the 
train’s patrons availed themselves of the snack bar in 
the centre of the N set. As an experiment, the menu 
had been extended to include such items as a hot roast 
(lamb, pork or beef available for $2.25), devil’s choco- 
late or carrot cake, and such wares were appreciated. 
With Nagambie being specially attended, the next stop 
was at Shepparton from 10 59 to 11 02, for departmen- 
tal purposes only. Perhaps one day the relevant ‘S° cir- 
cular will show this as an ‘a’ stop (for Authority), 
though this might lead to much confusion with the 
northern rail operator, which has distinguished itself 
by spending far more than Victoria on four new trains, 
compared with our nineteen. 


It was then only a half hour’s journey through the 
pleasant winter sun to arrive at Numurkah, present 
terminus of passenger operations. The Melbourne 
patrons were a little surprised to find the platform 
absolutely packed, especially since Numurkah had 
been host to the ‘N’ cars for a few months. Whilst peo- 
ple queued for complimentary tickets, B64 collected 
9BN-45ACN-I10BN and attached same to the Cobram 
end of the set already in the platform. 


Departure with a standing load was 11 late at 12 01, 
and the B soon had the 412 seat train underway at a 
good pace, maintained steadily until arrival at 
Tallygaroopna at 12 16. Here number two track was 
used to good avail, and the special, with two buffets 
now working, was underway again at 12 27 for the 16 
minute run to Numurkah. Upon our arrival, the regu- 
lar Sunday train from Melbourne was able to depart 
Shepparton, with Numurkah arrival being at 13 11, 11 
late, with B69-11BN-44BRN-12ACN. 
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Shunting of the regular completed, B64 with its six 
cars was whistling out to waves from the populace at 
13 30. A three minute stop at Strathmerton enroute 
saw a Cobram arrival at 1401, with the loco breaking a 
banner stretched across the track. To the accompani- 
ment of suitable strains from a brass band, the 
townsfolk watched the arrival and settled back as digni- 
taries including the Cobram Shire President and the 
Minister for Transport made the usual speeches. 

The station at Cobram had been supplied with 1,000 
tickets for the special, and by 14 00 not a single ticket 
remained in the tubes. A slight dilemma was occurring: 
the special could not fit more than about 500, standees 
included, and there was insufficient time to run a 
second trip to Strathmerton, as the sets had to run 
further trips at Shepparton that afternoon. The 
problem was solved by the Minister announcing that a 
special trip would run again next Sunday! 

Formalities completed, departure at 1435 was 
accomplished with people occupying most conceivable 
spots in the train. At Strathmerton, we crossed the 
opposing set hauled by B69, which took most of the 
locals back prior to forming the regular 16 25 Up pass. 
A brief stop was made at Numurkah, 15 15-19, enab- 
ling Shepparton arrival at 15 48, where after another 
four minutes, the train conveyed a large loading to 
Mooroopna. At this location it was necessary for the 
loco to run round via the goods shed road, as numbers 
two and three tracks have been dismantled. A further 
two promotional trips wer run from Shepparton at 
16 26 and 17 05. It was necessary for the last returning 
trip to be held in the goods yard until B69 on the Up 
Cobram pass. cleared at 17 30. 

The special back to Melbourne departed on time at 
18 00, and after making a Seymour stop from 19 02 to 
19 09, arrived Spencer St five minutes early at 20 22. 
Thanks must be extended to the State Transport 
Authority for allowing Melbourne enthusiasts the 
chance to participate in an enjoyable day, a novel way 
to ‘put a timetable in every home’. 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. | 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


NEWSRAIL 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The Victorian Railways Magazine, November, 1925. 
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It was a red-letter day in the history of Upper Ferntree 
Gully, the principal railway centre for the beautiful 
mountain district, 23 miles from Melbourne, when, on 
Monday, 12th October, 1925 the electrified line from 
Ringwood to Upper Ferntree Gully was opened, thus 
giving direct electric train communication with 
Melbourne. 
The opening ceremony was attended by the Chair- 
man of the Railway Commissioners, Mr Clapp, and Mr 


Commissioner Shannon, also a party of Departmental 


Officers, who all travelled from Melbourne by special 
train. The President of the Shire (Councillor J T 
Mahony) welcomed the visitors, and thanked the 
Commissioners for the interest they had taken in the 


district. 


Mrs Mahony then cut the blue silk ribbon across the 
line, and the first electric train ran through. 

Mr Clapp said that he appreciated, on behalf of the 
29,000 railwaymen in this State, the reception from the 
district people. It was the kind of reception they were 
endeavouring to obtain by giving good service. It was 


_ only a year since the Railways Standing Committee had 
recommended the electrification of the Ferntree Gully 
line. The Department promised — and they did not 
_make many promises — that it would be opened on a 


certain day. The opening was taking place three days 


ahead of time. That was what the Department like to 
do when they made promises. 
‘“‘This electric service brings Melbourne 30 minutes 


nearer to you’’, Mr Clapp said. ‘‘This means an hour a 


day for citizens doing business either in Melbourne or 


Ferntree Gully. This means many thousands of man- 
hours in a year, and that means greater efficiency”. 


“In the holiday time, you will miss the old canvas- 
covered wagons on this line’, continued Mr Clapp. 


“This is the beginning of the end of covered wagons 


Fast Electric Trains to the Nearer Hills 


for rush services, and they will all disappear in a year or 
two”’. 

Mr Clapp announced the intention of the Depart- 
ment to apply to the State Ministry, under the terms of 
the Railway Act, for permission to run road motors 
from Upper Ferntree Gully to Belgrave, Selby, Mon- 
bulk, Sherbrook and Olinda. These would connect with 
every electric train. 

The Commissioners intended to do this, not because 
they wanted to cut into the privately-owned systems, 
but because they were out to render service. The Com- 
missioners had a mandate for the transportation ser- 
vices of this State. They did not want to evade road 
taxes, but would contribute their full share towards 
road maintenance. It was hoped, by the provision of 
these road motor services, to recover some of the 
traffic being lost on the Ferntree Gully line, because of 
road motor competition. 


Special mercury arc rectifiers 

Reference was made during the speeches of welcome 
to the desirability of extending the suburban radius to 
Ferntree Gully. Mr Clapp, in his reply, said that this 
was a question of cost. When the time arrived, and 
Parliament decided that it could make the sacrifice, 
then the radius could be extended. One could not wave 
a wand and say, ‘“‘Let it be done’’. It was purely an 
economic problem, and could only be settled on an 
economic basis. 

The line from Ringwood to Upper Ferntree Gully is 
72 miles long. A feature of the conversion is the 
installation at Lower Ferntree Gully and Mooroolbark 
of sub-stations containing special mercury arc rectifiers 
instead of rotary converters. These are the only 
installations of their kind installed for railway operation 
in the Southern Hemisphere. 


Two V class (left) and an R class rest at the Ferntree Gully Loco long before the overhead invaded the area. 
(ARHS Archives) 


Overland Journeys 


On Friday, 12th, August 1983, the Overland from 
Adelaide to Melbourne consisted of motorail wagon, 2 
VBPY vans, 4PCO, 4 sleepers, No.1 club, 2 sleepers, 
1AJ 7BJ, IRBJ, 4BJ, SCD2. Locos in South Australia 
were 930 and 931. Departure from Bridgewater was 
one minute late at 20 46 after which a fast 66 minute 
run to Murray Bridge saw us arrive 9 minutes early at 
21 52. After waiting time here, No.847 express goods 
to Melbourne (No.9146 in Victoria) hauled by 962, 
C506 was run through at Monteith. 


A slow approach to Tailem Bend saw arrival at 22 31 
(3 minutes late) where 950, 933 on a 53 wagon Up 
goods was crossed. From here to the border at Ser- 
viceton, the train ran consistently 4 to 5 minutes late. 
No.48 Up express goods (No.9121 in Victoria) hauled 
by C509 was crossed at Coomandook, while at Border- 
town No.82 Up express goods hauled by C510 ran 
through the loop at 00 41. At Wolseley the connection 
was made with the Up Mt Gambier mixed which was 
waiting in the loop platform when we arrived at 00 53 
(7 minutes late). That night 951 was hauling 10 goods 
wagons, airconditioned carriage ADS and 2 CD vans. 


Arrival at Serviceton was at 0103 (SA time) (3 
minutes late) where the SA locos were exchanged for 
S312 and $304. Departure was at 01 48 (8 minutes 
late). At Diapur we were put into the loop at 02 23 to 
await the westbound Overland which eventually 
arrived at 03 02 (24 minutes late) and hauled by $309 
and $315. Our departure was not until 03 09 after the 
crew change, the stop here being 46 minutes. It would 
have seemed more appropriate for the Overlands to 
have crossed at Nhill on this occasion thus preventing 
the necessity for such a lengthy stop at Diapur. 

A brief stop at Nhill made us 26 minutes late, 
however a fast 25'’2 minute run to Dimboola saw us 
only 13 minutes late here. A Down Jet had been 
crossed at Salisbury Loop hauled by a C class loco (late 
running No.9147). At Murtoa (04 41-04 42) yet 
another Down Jet was crossed, C class and T401 haul- 
ing 9149. 


Arrival at Ararat was 3 minutes early at 05 47, hav- 
ing picked up 29 minutes since leaving Nhill. A fast 63 
minute run to Ballarat saw arrival at 06 58 (7 minutes 
early), a Down goods (No.9103) having been crossed 
at Trawalla hauled by X and T class locos. Y151 
shunted the motorail and one of the VBPY vans to the 
rear of the train and departure from Ballarat was subse- 
quently on time at 07 25. 


An 81 minute journey to Sunshine saw arrival 3 
minutes early and during the short 4 minute stop here, 
many passengers alighted for the connection to 
Sydney. 9130 Up Jet was run past at Middle Footscray, 
C501 hauling 26 bogie wagons while the Down /nter- 
capital Daylight was seen climbing the North 
Melbourne flyover with 42209 hauling 9 carriages. An 
interesting journey ended in platform 2 of Spencer St 
station at 09 09, 6 minutes early. 

The above brief description indicates how easily the 
schedule of the eastbound Overlandcan be maintained 
and even bettered. The present works program 
requires very few permanent way speed restrictions 
which was not the case three years ago when the 
timetable was slowed. Despite recent accelerations 
both in South Australia and in Victoria there is room 
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for even further acceleration, especially when the CTC 
program is completed. 

My return journey to Adelaide on Monday, 22nd 
August illustrates very different circumstances. The 
train, hauled by S302, and $304 was very light, — 
motorail, VBPY van, 4PCO, 2 sleepers, No.2 club, 3 
sleepers, 3AJ, 5BJ, 3RBJ, 8BJ, 2CO, (only 12 car- 
riages) — and departure was delayed until 22 53 (118 
minutes late) awaiting passengers from Sydney. Due to 
the derailment at Baddaginnie on the previous Satur- 
day buses were used to transfer passengers off the 
Intercapital Daylight from Junee to Melbourne. This 


fact, coupled with a delay of about 60 minutes in 


Sydney waiting for passengers from the late running 


Brisbane Limited express ensured that the bus carrying | 
Adelaide passengers did not arrive at Spencer St until 


22 30. 


The light load enabled 13 minutes to be gained to | 
Ballarat where arrival was at 00 42. Here 9149 Down | 
Jet hauled by C501 was overtaken. Progress was swift — 


on leaving Ballarat and despite a brief stop at Beaufort 
waiting line clear and the passing of a short goods at 
Buangor, Ararat was reached in 62 minutes, still 105 
minutes late. 

Lateness increased as we were held at both Stawell 


and Glenorchy for 6 minutes waiting line clear before | 


finally running through a Down goods hauled by T347 
and another T class at Lubeck. A 13 minute stop at 
Murtoa to cross 9130 Up Jet made us 134 minutes late 
leaving this junction station. It was noted with some 
surprise that 9130 was being hauled by C508 hauling 
South Australian 942. ‘ 

At Pimpinio Loop the eastbound Overland was wait- 
ing for us, S309 and T356 hauling motorail, van, and 
13 carriages. This was another unusual motive power 
arrangement, T classes seldom being used on the Over- 
land due to their 95 km/h speed limit. Did the T class 
haul the train right through to Melbourne? 

Dimboola was reached at 0417, 146 minutes late 
and X47 in the new V/Line colours of orange and grey 
was noted in the yard ready to haul 3 orange N type 
carriages to Melbourne on 8124 in a few hours time. 
Yet another cross was made at Diapur, this time with 
9146 Up Jet being hauled by a single C class. Ser- 
viceton was finally reached 132 minutes late at 05 32 
and after changing locos to 930 and 931 we were off 
once more at 0518 (SA time), 138 minutes behind 
time. 

At Wolseley, 966 was crossed hauling a Down goods 
consisting of 23 bogie wagons, being mostly empty 
newsprint vans. 834 and 836 were crossed at Tintinara 
hauling a short Down goods where an unscheduled 
stop was made to exchange crews. Tailem Bend was 
reached at 07 44 still 132 minutes late, but this was 
reduced to 113 minutes after the stop was cut to 4 
minutes. The motorail wagon, which is usually 
shunted to the rear of the train here, remained behind 
the engines all the way to Adelaide. 

The lightness of the train enabled 10 minutes to be 
gained in the climb up from Murray Bridge to 
Bridgewater where I alighted. Six minutes were then 
spent at Bridgewater waiting to cross a late running 
suburban railcar and departure was eventually at 09 34 
with arrival in Adelaide expected soon after 10 30, or 
100 minutes late. 
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General News 


Out with the old in with the new: We all know that 
the STA was inaugurated on Ist July, 1983, however, 
more recently a ceremony at Spencer St station was 
held to launch the Authority’s corporate image. The 
name VicRail and its associated ‘cup and saucer’ logo 
was Officially removed from the records and the new 
name of V/Line took its place. The name emcom- 
passes the entire Victorian transport spectrum of 
passenger, rail, road, packaged tours, catering and 
freight. The former VicRail logo was regarded as old 
and tired and not suitable to today’s varied transport 
_ functions undertaken by the STA. It is fair to say that 
many people saw VicRail as an inefficient and run- 
down organisation and in dire need of change. It is 
hoped that this new title will install new confidence in 
the service and help to demonstrate to the public that a 
real effort is being made to restore the transport ser- 
vices of Victoria into a workable and worthwhile asset. 
Whilst the name V/Line is largely a ‘cosmetic’ change, 
it is hoped by STA management, that this name com- 
bined with new and refurbished rollingstock will be the 
catalyst that generated a new transport era. 

Naturally like all innovations, changes will not 
miraculously appear overnight, but a program of self 
improvement is already underway and new modern 
marketing directions will place V/Line in a better posi- 
tion to capture valuable passenger and freight traffic. 

However like all organisations the success or failure 
of V/Line will largely depend on the calibre and 
interest of the staff. It is apparent that the morale of 
STA employees has increased markedly in the last 
twelve months and it is hoped that this encouraging 
trend will continue as it is certainly in the best interests 
of Victorian transport. The first introduction that many 
customers have with V/Line is with its staff and pro- 
viding they exhibit a sense of co-operation there is no 
reason why V/Line should not progress to a respected 
and responsible organisation. 


The attitude of staff will be more important now that 
a new image has been advertised and it has broken 
somewhat with tradition. It is not now purposely 
aligned to the normal historical railway functions. 
Rather V/Line is a new identity which will assist in 
entering new markets and help to expand others that, 
in the past, have only contributed a very small portion 
of their potential to the rail mode. 


On Sun.21.8 when the new name was unveiled the 
new colour scheme of V/Line was also launched. 
Locos Y175 and X47 were painted with a grey sides 
with the word V/Line painted in large white letters 
adorning the sides. The cab and each end of the loco 
were painted a bright orange. Free train rides to Essen- 
don and return was a feature of the day, hauled by two 
B class locos with N sets and refurbished AS and BS 
cars. (KW) 


Grain charges to rise: The State Government plans to 
increase freight charges by 15%, boosting railway grain 
revenue to at least $60 million at the next harvest. 
Farmer leaders expect a government announcement 
shortly. A 15% freight rise would cost farmers an 
average $2.50 a tonne, which means they would pay 
more then $19 a tonne on railway grain freight. The 
new rate would lift government grain freight income to 
about $57 million, based on a state harvest of three 
million tonnes. (PM) 


Large grain crop tipped: Victoria’s 1983/84 grain har- 
vest estimates continue to rise. It is estimated that 
overall grain harvest would now top four million 
tonnes. Latest harvest estimates: Wheat, more than 
three million tonnes; barley, more than 500,000 
tonnes; oats, 250,000 tonnes, and big yield from peas, 
lupins and other crops. Last year the Grain Elevators 
Board received less than 334,000 tonnes. (PM) 


A Comeng set arrives at Lilydale as T356 sits quietly in the yard on the local goods. April 1983. 
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W266 at Geelong Loco shortly before it was 
ultimate fate. (Geoff Evans) 


New grain receival system: The Grain Elevators 
Board of Victoria announced on Tuesday, 30.8.83, a 
re-organisation of its grain receival system for the com- 
ing harvest — aimed at major savings to the industry. 
The new concept, referred to as the Central Receival 
Points Option, involves expansion of the block train 
concept, utilisation of strategically-located silo centres 
specially equipped to accommodate block trains, and 
minor changes in the pattern of deliveries by growers. 
Growers will receive two immediate benefits: a $2 a 
tonne rebate for grain delivered to Central Receival 
Points, and extended operating hours — up to 16 
hours a day — at these designated silos. The board’s 
chairman, said if growers co-operated, the railways 
could move as much grain or more from 64 silo centres 
as it would normally move from almost 300 receival 
points during the peak harvest period. The silo centres 
for 1983-84 were Jeparit, Nhill, Dimboola, Beaulah, 
Warracknabeal, Murtoa (inland terminal), Ber- 
riwillock, Wycheproof, Dunolly (inland terminal), 
Echuca, Elmore, Murchison East, Oaklands and Yar- 
rawonga. (GS) 


Tenders: Tenders have been called for the following: 

Removal of unserviceable sleepers from the railway 
track between Waitchie and Manangatang stations, 
approx. 26 miles. (FS) 

Design, supply, installation and commissioning of 
electrical works associated with upgrading of rail 
receival for the Portland terminal. (IBB) 

Repair and reinsulating of twenty No. GE237 Y class 
traction motor commutators. (IBB) 


GMs to return to Victoria: It is believed that V/Line is 
to hire 5 GMs from AN to run standard gauge trains in 
order to free X class units to handle large grain harvest 
expected this season (see news item under Serviceton 


Centre Pages: Y158-159 wait near Royal Park on a 
ballast train for nearby track works as W7, No.989 
passes beneath bound for the West Coburg on 
Sun.22.5.83. (John Dare) 


removed to Spotswood Workshops to await its 


Line). It is also hoped that the first of the units will 
have arrived by early September. 


WAGR L class in Victoria?: It is believed that V/Line 
is exploring the possibilities of hiring 2 Western 
Australian L class locomotives to run on the standard 


gauge. (KW) 


MTA to go retail ?: Following a Ministerial instruction, 
an investigation is being carried out by the 
Metropolitan Rail Division into the viability of estab- 
lishing a retail shop for railway artifacts. It is expected 
that a wide range of surplus items may still be available 
within the existing railway offices, stations etc. which 
may be suitable merchandise in a retail railway shop. 
Some of the proposed items to be available would be: 
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badges 
lamps 

lanterns 

lights, lamps, lamp 
shades, lanterns. 

horns 

luggage racks 

names, registration 
number 

hand basins 

brass plates 

hand rails 

gauges, dials, meters, 
etc. 

driver’s mirror 

enamel signs 

guard’s seat 

printed notices on 
rollingstock 

head boards 

photographs 

prints 

posters 

working timetables 

rates books 

locomotive records 


railway histories/ 
historical records 

railway publications 

rail tickets 

old superseded drawing 
office equipment 

superseded engineering 
drawings 

grade books 

rules and regulations, 
etc. 

S & C lithographs of 
signalling 
arrangements 

Way and works route 
plans 

duty passes 

railway journals 

old VR stationery (now 
superseded) 

suitable surplus railway 
furniture 

surplus railway clocks 

crockery 

glassware 
silverware. (IG) 
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WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Timboon goods: On Tues.23.8, Y130 was observed 
| crossing the Princes Hwy with a Down Timboon goods 
_at 1145. The train consisted entirely of GYs and was 

running without a brakevan in the rear. It appears that 

Timboon goods trains are regularly run without a bra- 

kevan. This may be to simplify shunting if the train is 
| terminating at VAL siding. (WDSRS) 


| Telecom hires a train: The Telecom Colac External 
| Plant staff found themselves faced with an unusual 
problem recently but overcame it with a combination 
of logic and initiative. In order to provide new 
_ telephone services to a number of customers in the 
, Stoney Rises area west of Colac it was necessary to rep- 
lace about one kilometre of aerial cable that had been 
_ damaged. After some consideration it was decided that 

the most practical approach would be to transport poles 

and cables to the site by rail since it was impossible to 

get motor vehicles into part of the area. An approach 


| was made to the STA and ultimately a locomotive and 


two flat wagons were assigned. The plan was to load 19 
poles and two drums of cable onto the rail trucks at 
Geelong and send them to Colac via a scheduled goods 
train. 

On the morning of the job the special train was 
assembled and as it headed in the Camperdown direc- 
tion the poles would be off-loaded at the appropriate 
sites. Due to other traffic on the line, this task had to 


| be completed within 45 minutes to allow the train to 


continue on to Camperdown, reverse the locomotive 
and wait for another train to pass through before start- 
ing the return journey. During the trip back to Colac 
the cable was played out along the aerial route in pre- 
paration for installation when the poles were erected. 
The work was successfully completed within the 
alloted time without incident thanks to the pre-plan- 
ning. (Telecom Australia) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


C class locos to Portland: The railways undertook, on 
Tues.16.8 and Wed.17.8, locomotive trials, using a C 


class for the first time on the Ararat - Portland line. 


C510 made two return trips in company with T397, 


and the Dynamometer car, actually working as a 


Dynamometer for the first time in Victoria for many 
years. The first trip was made with 23 VHGYs for a 
total load of 1840 tonnes, and the second with 33 
VHGYs and 2500 tonnes. On the first trip, the T was 
run dead for load testing purposes and comparing 
actual performance with computer simulation predic- 
tions. 

Planning for the movement of this year’s grain har- 
vest, involves the movement of one million tonnes to 


Portland. The cartage of this wheat would involve two 
combination of C and T hauled trains, making two 


return trips each day between Portland and Ararat, 


hauling 2500 tonne trains, carrying approximately 


1800 tonnes of wheat each trip. 
Upgrading of the Portland line, which is to be com- 


_ menced in earnest this financial year, will enable C and 


X class hauled trains, to bring 50 wagon trains to Port- 
land in the future. To enable this years operation, the 
loop at Dunkeld is being extended. At the present, 
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some six severe speed restrictions (30 or 15 km/h) 
apply over bridges on the line for C class locos. Also 
without the planned turntable in Portland, Ts must be 
used to lead the Cs back to Ararat. 

Another possible first was the travelling of the test 
train over the Port of Portland Authority’s track from 
the sorting sidings to the unloading area, past the silos. 
Normally all trains, including the shunting movements 
to and from the superphosphate works are done by the 
PPA’s own shunting locos (tractors). (WAD, Portland 
Observer) 

Depot visits: (all Ararat) 
Sun.7.8: $306, 1324, 326, 326, 349, 368, 378, 384, 

390, 407, W263, Y108, 156 160. 

Sun.14.8: S311, T7323, 327, 345, 379, 381, 385, 401, 

W263, X50, Y108, Y156. 

Sun.21.8: T7322, 333, 347, 356, 377, 380, 381, 385, 

391, W263, X50, Y108, 156, 157. 

Sun.28.8: T323, 326, 357, 359, 368, 376, 377, 391, 

W263, Y108, 157, Y160. (PL) 


Multi-units: 

Wed.3.8: C509, S312, T401 — Up goods 48=83 at 
19 50 Stawell. 

Wed:10.8: C503, T407, T401 — Up goods 18=27 at 
21 30 Stawell. 

Sat.20.8: X50, T377, T391, T356, T347 — Up goods 
14=26 at 21 00 Stawell. 

Wed.24.8: T337, T390, Y136 — Up goods 13=15 at 
16 40 Bendigo. 

Fri.26.8: 1364, T389, T397, T349 — Up goods 9=16 
at 18 45 Stawell. 

Sat.27.8: T357, 1376, T323 — Up goods 10=12 at 
21 40 Stawell. 

Mon.29.8: T376, 1357, T326 — Up goods 37=?1 at 
21 30 Stawell. (PL) 


Observations: Sat.27.8 produced a number of 
interesting observations at Stawell. Here is a sample: 

08 55: S304, S303 — Up Jet 30=83 (normally a C 
class). 

10 10: T323, T343 — Down Jet 31=80 (normally S or 
X plus T). 

11 oe he X33 — Down pass. 7 (normally B plus 3 
cars). 


12 35: C507 — Up Jet 24=63 (containers and pipes). 
15 00: X33, X41 — Up pass. 7. 

16 55: C506 — Down Jet 27=66. 

19 15: X50, S315 — Down Jet 16=32. 

20 10: C503 — Down Jet 23=60. 

21 40: T357, T376, T323 — Up goods 10=12. (PL) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Vandals half-wreck stabled Bendigo train: Thou- 
sands of dollars damage was done to thel7 00 
Melbourne train while it was stabled in the Bendigo 
car-shed recently. At least 70 newly upholstered seats 
were slashed in two cars. Gallons of oil were thrown 
over seats, tables and even windows in a third newly 
upholstered carriages. It happened after the carriages 
had been cleaned and placed in the car-shed ready for 
the trip to Melbourne. Because there are no reserves of 
cars in Bendigo, passengers to Melbourne and points 
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between, had to travel in the damaged cars. It would 
have been impossible to clean them in the time availa- 
ble. The train left Bendigo on time, with all the 
passengers crowding into the first two of the carriages. 
The last carriage covered inside with oil was locked. A 
railway official said that from now on regular patrols 
would be mounted in the station yards and people 
found there without lawful excuse would be 
prosecuted. (FS) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Spirit of Progress hauled by T class: On Thurs.25.8, 
the Up Spirit of Progress was sighted passing Heathcote 
Junction hauled by a T class. The train was almost 3 
hours late. (WCR) 


Daylight locos: The Daylight is now regularly hauled 
by a NSW 422 class and recent sightings of this train on 
its way to Melbourne are as follows: 


Date No. of cars Loco 
15.4 10 42208 
6.5 9 42201 
2.6 9 42205 
46 8 42208 
11.6 8 42212 
12.8 9 42205 
(JD) 


Southern Aurora locos: The Southern Aurora is nor- 
mally hauled by a Victorian loco but this can vary as 
the following table shows: 


Date No. of cars Loco 

3.4 13 X54 

6.5 13 X46 

9.5 13 X53 

4.6 14 X53 

9.6 12 X52 

11.6 15 42218 
12.8 14 X46 

(JI) 


North East sightings: Observation beside the North 
East mainline between Wandong and Kilmore East on 
Thurs.1.9, produced the following trains: 

07 25: B61 — 6.50 am Up Seymour pass. 

07 34: 42220 — Up s.g. freight. 


08 12: DRC41 + 66BWL — 7.00 am Down Seymour - 


railcar. 
08 20: X44 — Up Southern Aurora. 
08 34: B65 — 6.25 am Up Cobram pass. 
09 14: X 42 — 6.00 am Up Albury pass. 
09 18: B69 — 755 am Down Albury pass. 
09 44: 42215 — Up Spirit of Progress. 
09 56: B82 — 8.55 am Down Shepparton pass. 


1012: DRC41 + 66BWL — 9.30 am Up Seymour > 


railcar. 
10 54: X51 — Down Daylight. 
11 08: S315 — Down b.g. freight. 
12 05: X46 — Down s.g. freight. 


C503 on the 10 45 Down Adelaide Jet waits in No.3 road at Melton as 55RM on the 12 45 Up Bacchus Marsh 
crosses B66 on the 12 30 Down Ballarat pass. Mon.9.5.83. (Paul Jordan) 


cso > 509 


Se pm: 
spp be spas; 
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12 34: T360-S309 — Down empty Apex train to quarry 
near Kilmore East. 


X53 — Down s.g. freight. 
13 12: X39 — 12.15 pm Down Albury pass. 
13 34: 42202 - 42212 — Up sg. freight. 
13 48: X40 — 12.55 pm Down Shepparton pass. 
14.05: B82 — 12.25 pm Up Shepparton pass. 
14 29: 42220 — Down s.g. freight. 
14 30: T398 — 1.15 pm Down Seymour pass. 
| 1447: T364 — Up empty Total oil tankers from Shep- 


parton. 


_ 15 15: $309 - T360 — Up loaded Apex train to Westall. 
The colour schemes of the 422 class were 42220 

original scheme, 42202 and 42212 in yellow end 
_ scheme and 42215 in new colour scheme. (IW) 


| Myrtleford report: The following sightings have been 


recorded: 


| Fri.12.8: Goods to Myrtleford and return. Down 


arrived — T1413, 2 VLCX, VLEX, ALGX, VLCX, 
ABAA, 3BLCX, VBAY, 2VLCX, ABAA, VBBX, 
DWF, ALFY, ZLP37. Up departed — T413, ZLP37. 
Tues.16.8: Goods to Myrtleford and return. Down 
arrived — T337, VBAX, ALAA, ALGX, ABAA, 
VBAY, VBBX, 3ALGX, VLCX, VBAX, VLCX, 
VBAY, VLBY, VLCX, VBBX, 2VLCX, ABAA, 
CA9. Up departed — T337, ALFY, DWF, VBBX, 
ABAA, 2VLCX, VBAY, 3VLCX, ABAA, CA9. 
Wed.17.8: Goods to Myrtleford and return. Down 
arrived — T1390, ALFY, NLGX, ALFY, NLGX, 
ABAA, ALFY, VLBY, 3VLCX, ALAA, SVLCX, 
ZLP51. Up departed — T1390, VBBX, 2VLCX, 
ABAA, 3VLCX, ALGX, VLEX, VLCX, ZLPS1. 


| Thurs.18.8: Goods to Myrtleford and return. Down 


arrived — Y147, Y169, ABAA, ALFY, DWF, 
VBBX, ABAA, 2VLCX, VBAY, 2VLCX, ZLP34. 
Up departed — Y169, Y147, 2ALGX, VBBX, 
VBAY, ABAA, ALGX, VBAX, VLBY, VBAY, 
ZLP34. 


_ Fri.19.8: Goods to Myrtleford and return. Down 


arrived — 1337, CA3. Up departed — 1337, 
ALAA, VLCX, VBAX, VLCX, ALGX, NLGX, 
ALFY, 2VLCX, VLBY, CA3. 

Mon.22.8: Goods to Myrtleford and return. Down 
arrived — 1357, G, ZLP29. Up departed — T357, 
2VLCX, VBAY, ALFY, ABAA, NLGX, ALFY, 
ABAA, 2VLCX, ZLP19. 

Wed.24.8: Goods to Myrtleford and return. Down 
arrived — Y169, ZLP75. Up departed — Y169, 
2VLCX, ABAA, VBBX, DWF, ALFY, 3VLCX, 
ALAA, VLCX, 6, ZLP75. (IM) 


_ Northern Eastern observations: 


8318, Mon.13.6: X36-CD2-4AZ-Murray-1BZ-31BE- 
19CE. 

8311, Mon.13.6: X43-S304-2BE-2BX- Moorabool2BZ- 
4BCE-1BG-5BZ-2BRS-3BZ-CD3 (leading economy 
set locked). 


| 8318, Thurs.21.7: X40-CD-2AZ-2BRS-4BZ-19BE. 
8305, Tues.30.8: X39-8BX-1BZ-3BRS-4AZ-33CE Car 


8BS for ‘play train’ travellers ex Wangaratta. Dep. 
Wangaratta at 1054, arr. Albury 11 54% (9 late 
throughout), formed 8318 pass., dep.Albury 12 35, 
arr. Wangaratta 13 25 (3 early). Cars 1BZ and 3BRS 
coupled with the west end facing each other. 


Noted at Numurkah on Sun.24.7 were 8330 pass. in 


No.1 road and 8308 (Mon.) stabled in No.4 road. 
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8330: B63-18ACN-38BRN-17BN cars lettered E-F- 
G. 8308: B61-30 ACN-29BRN-23BN-VLPY 128 cars 
lettered A-B-C. 

9324: Up Petrol train Wodonga coal sidings - Paisley: 
At approx. 16.40 on Fri.19.8 9324 passed through 
Wangaratta: H1-T326-AMOX18S-6/VTQA-17/ 
VTQY-2/VTQX-AMOX20-10ZMF 28=56. Note 
AMOxX car carriers for safety vehicles; to date the 
correspondent has not sighted ‘foreign’ vehicles on 
this train in the form of safety vehicles. 

On Wed.24.8, 9324 was H5-VFJX3-28 tanks-VFJX8- 
1ZF 31=62. (DMG) 


EASTERN LINES & BRANCHES 


Rail contract for limestone: The State Government 
has approved the signing of a five-year rail transport 
contract for the carriage of limestone from Nowa 
Nowa, on the Orbost line. The limestone agreement 
had been signed between the State Transport 
Authority and Australian Paper Mills. The Minister of 
Transport, Mr Steve Crabb, said that the agreement is 
for the continued annual rail transportation of 18,000 
tonnes of limestone. the contract will provide a basis 
which will encourage APM to expand its use of the 
product from 18,000 tonnes to 40,000 tonnes annually 
by 1987. (PM) 


Hurstbridge line track work: On Wed.17.8 the 
Hurstbridge line was again partially blocked by track 
work. On this evening the Plasser equipment was 
observed working near Westgarth on the Down line. 
the Down trains ran via the Up line from Clifton Hill 
(actually to be exactly correct the Westgarth St cross- 
ing) to Fairfield docking on the Up side. the train then 
left Fairfield and ran into the APM siding. After the 
guards turned the lights on the trains reversed out onto 
the Down track back to Fairfield, stopped and pro- 
ceeded on down the Down. 


Environment studies: During August as part of the 
environment impact studies on the proposed Altona to 
Aircraft line an archaeological survey was conducted 
by the Victoria Archaeological Survey. This involved 
an officer of the survey walking the proposed route 
looking for evidence of Aboriginal sites. Numerous 
swamps, creeks, holes and prickly bushes were suc- 
cessfully negotiated but no sites were found. 

Similar surveys are conducted in advance of major 
development in Victoria, but this is the first survey 
connected with railway development. Another pro- 
posed line to be surveyed by archaeologists for sites is 
the Alice Springs to Darwin line. An archaeologists- 
anthropologist was involved in locating and recording 
Aboriginal sacred sites so that the rail route could be 
devised to prevent damage to items of major signifi- 
cance to Aboriginals. 


Trip to Hoppers Crossing: On 21.8, I took the train to 
the Hoppers Crossing bound for the airshow at Point 
Cook. The train from Flinders St was a Harris car set 
hauled by an X33. The trip was fast, the train leaving 
late, the highlight being the run from Newport to Hop- 
pers Crossing. Numerous cars were visible on the free- 
way near Laverton. Traffic was reported to be banked 
up for miles. but the trains were empty as a result it 
seems of bad promotion as it was not immediately 
apparent from the advertisements regarding the 
airshow, that public transport could be taken. 
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The sets and locos used were as follows: 


X33, 756M, 660T, 678T, 562M, 534BT, 809T, 
707M. 

B?, 569M, 628T, 653T, ?M, 629T, 529BT, 789M. 

B66, 543M, 861T, S508BT, 740M, 636T, 687T, 
555M. 

X41, 775M, 888T, 846T, 568M, S10BT, 685T, 
779M 


An Up train B64 plus N set with 34BRN in consist and 
a Down Werribee pass. X40 , 7OBPL, 2BW, 35AW, 
1BCE were also sighted. 


X33 hauls a 7 car Harris set to Melbourne returning spec- 
tators from the Point Cook Air Show, seen here between 
Yarraville and Spotswood. Earlier in the day we see 33 run- 
ning empty cars from Werribee to Newport, passing through 
Laverton at 115 km/h. Sun.21.8.83. (Greg King, John Dare) 


RA | 


aff 


Williamstown visit: On Thurs.25.8, during a 
lunchtime visit to Williamstown the following was | 
noted: 


Travelling north on Melbourne Rd near Newport was 
327 weighbridge fillers van without underframe on | 

the back of truck. While passing the Newport | 

workshops two cranes could be seen lifting another | 


workman’s van onto a truck. | 


At the sidings at Williamstown was VPFX4 in the new | 
V/Line livery. Overall white with a black lettered V/ 
Line with a green slash. It was carded Albury to 
Williamstown 24.8.85. A flat top early series T was 
seen hauling some oil wagons along the line to Tot- 
tenham and Sunshine, this was followed about 100 
min. later by a C class, hauling a goods. | 


ew 


X33 is stabled on a Harris set at Werribee waiting the return traffic as X40 and B64 
linger in the background. (Both photos John Dare) 


LOW FLYING TO WERRIBEE 


B66 near Aircraft with a Harris set as it returns to Melbourne after picking up at 
Hoppers Crossing. 
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Rollingstock 


No.42 class for Victoria: The STA will not be acquir- 
ing any NSW SRA 4? class it seems. Following seven 
months’ speculation on the subject by enthusiasts, 
VicRail had looked at purchasing all six 42 class ‘but 
had decided against the move due to the cost of 
absorbing the units into their system’. At present four 
of the class have been withdrawn and stored in varying 
stages of disrepair at Chullora workshops. Two, Nos. 
4204 and 4206 continue in daily traffic over the Sydney 
- Albury route (as at 23.8) with sightings of them on 
the Canberra, Temora and Narrandera lines. It’s any- 
one’s guess as to how long they will last, but with 6 
million tonnes of wheat to move in NSW this season, I 
have been told by the SRA that four may be over- 
hauled for continued service. (LO) 


7VFW retires to Canberra: An item in Newsrail of 
July 1983 observed (p.180) that this carriage had been 
seen heading into Melbourne on 26.5 as leading vehi- 
cle on the Spirit of Progress. 7VFW remained at Dynon 
until the June long weekend as stand-by car for the 
Spirit of Progress. It left for Sydney on 14.6 and the 
ARHS ACT Division took delivery on 23.7. The new 
acquisition for the Canberra Railway Museum tra- 
velled behind 4450 on S19 passenger, occupied by 
Society members. 7VFW was the last non-aircondi- 
tioned VicRail passenger car in service on the standard 
gauge, 1VBW having retired to Glenreagh, NSW. 
Internally, 7VFW is in quite good condition, having 
seen comparatively little use on the standard gauge 
since its transfer in November 1972 (ex 66AW, then 
77BW). Some rot around the doorways is now under 


repair. 7VFW was purchased to add an interstate 
perspective to the ACT Division’s ex-NSWGR collec- 
tion. Most of these cars are maintained in trafficable 
condition, and it is expected that 7VFW will be part of 
a 12-car ARHS train to be hauled by a 422 class loco 
between Canberra and Mittagong on 15.10. (ARHS 
Canberra) 


C class cracking up: On 18.7.83 cracks were dis- 
covered in the underframe of one of the VR’s C class 
locomotives. The cracks are in the welds between the 
body bolsters and the trunnions (which sit on the bogie 
centreplates). Eight of the other C locomotives are 
cracked also. On at least 2 of the locomotives, the 
cracks have propagated into the body bolsters. With 
the exception of C502, all the visible cracks are at the 
locomotives’ No.2 ends. C507 is apparently free of 
cracks. The cracks so far discovered are only those visi- 
ble through the dirt. C502 was cleaned for detailed 
examination, and cracks were found at both ends. It is 
probable that most of the rest, if not all, are also 
cracked at both ends. Similar cracks in AN’s CL 
locomotives (the C equivalent) were discovered about 
a year ago. AN rail are in the process of repairing their 
cracks. (IG) 


V/Line locos in SA: 

Fri.17.6, Alco unit 954 leading C510 with a Down 
Tailem Bend goods train passed through Mt Lofty at 
18 25. Bluebird Railcar 260 to Victor Harbour, 
followed the goods train. 

Fri.12.8 Alco unit 955 leading C501 with a Down 
Tailem Bend goods train passed through Mt Lofty at 


7VFW at rest in Canberra on 24.7.83, with ARHS car HFO1111. (Graeme Thomson) 
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_ 1825. Guard’s van AVAY48-W was at the end of 

| the train. Bluebird Railcar 256 to Victor Harbour on 

| this occasion followed the goods train. 

| Sat.18.6, it was big power with C503, C501, C506 and 
Alco unit 942 (dead hauled), with a Down Tailem 
Bend goods train, passed through Mt Lofty at 17 50. 

Sat.30.7, C508, C503, C507, provided a powerful com- 
bination with the Tailem Bend goods train, as it 
passed through Mt Lofty at 17 30, with guard’s van 
AVAY20-D at the end of the train. 

Sat.2.7, C505 and C506, hauled the Down Tailem 
Bend goods train, which passed through Mt Lofty at 
17 30 with an unusual sighting of two guard’s vans, 
AVAY27-U and AVAY30-L at the end of the train. 

| Sat.6.8, Alco unit 951 leading C503, were on an Up 
Mile End goods train which crossed the Down Mt 
Gambier Bluebird Railcar 251 at Balhannah at 09 10. 

, Sat.13.8 at 09 10, Alco unit 959, leading C505, were on 
a Mile End bound goods train with guard’s van 
AVAY52-W, crossed Bluebird Railcar 251, again 
working the Down Mt Gambier passenger service at 
Balhannah. 

_ The following wagons were sighted at Adelaide railway 

station. All dates given are Saturdays: 

_VBPY20 — 18.6.83 and 30.7.83. Painted red with 
white VR logo on the sides of the wagon. 

VBPY97 — 16.7.83. Painted red with white VR logo on 
the sides of the wagon. 

VBPY113 2.7.83. Tangerine and silver colour 
schemes. The VBPY wagons arrive on the Overland 
passenger train at No.11 platform of Adelaide rail- 
way station, coupled in the train behind the two 
locomotives. The wagons are shunted from platform 
No.11, into platform No.13, for unloading. 

VMPY58 Motorail wagon was seen at Adelaide railway 
station on Sat.30.7. (BMW) 


V/Line passenger carriages: Below is a list of 
passenger cars currently in use by V/Line. Due to 
space restrictions, we can only feature half the car- 
riages in this month’s Newsrail. Next month’s edition 
of Newsrail, we will feature the remainder of the 
passenger cars. 


Class No. Built Class No. Built 

AZ 1 11/1956 2 = 11/1937 
2 3/1957 BX 7 11/1937 

4 11/1957 8 4/1955 

5 12/1957 12 5/1949 

6 2/1958 BRS 1 4/1940 

7 5/1958 2 = 12/1952 

8 6/1958 3 3/1949 

BZ 1 4/1957 MRS 1 11/1937 
2 6/1957 2 11/1937 

3. 10/1957 ACN 3 9/1981 

4 8/1958 6 10/1981 

5 10/1958 9 12/1981 

6 = 12/1958 12 2/1982 

7 2/1959 12 3/1982 

AS 1 11/1937 18 4/1982 
3. 11/1937 21 5/1982 

4 4/1938 24 6/1982 

5 5/1940 27 7/1982 

14 5/1950 30 =: 10/1982 

15 12/1952 33 9/1982 

BS 3. 12/1948 36 /1982 
| 1 3/1949 39 2/1983 
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Class No. Built Class No. Built 
42 3/1983 BE 1 8/1906 
BN 1 9/1981 2 8/1906 
2 9/1981 3. 10/1906 
4 10/1981 12 8/1908 
5 10/1981 14 8/1908 
7 = 12/1981 15 8/1908 
8 12/1981 16 8/1908 
10 2/1982 17 /1908 
1] 2/1981 18 6/1909 
13 3/1982 20 ~=10/1909 
14 3/1982 23. —-:10/1090 
16 4/1982 24 7/1909 
17 4/1982 25 7/1909 
19 5/1982 26 ~=11/1909 
22 6/1982 29 ~=-11/1909 
23 6/1982 30 9/1909 
25 7/1982 33 9/1910 
26 7/1982 36 =: 10/1910 
28 ~=10/1982 38 =12/1910 
BRN 20 5/1982 39 12/1910 
29 ~=-10/1982 BES 53 /1906 
3111/1982 53 8/1908 
32 ~—-11/1982 57 9/1909 
34 ~=12/1982 58 7/1910 
35 12/1982 59 11/1910 
37 2/1983 60 12/1910 
38 2/1983 61 10/1906 
40 3/1983 ABE 3 8/1908 
4] 1/1983 a7 6/1909 
43 3/1983 12 7/1910 
BG ] 7/1909 AW 8 7/1912 
BCE ] /1909 22 7/1918 
2 /1909 25 7/1918 
3 /1909 29 12/1918 
4 /1909 32 4/1922 
5 /1909 35 4/1922 
AE S51 10/1906 37 4/1925 
2 8/1906 BW 1 10/1911 
4 10/1906 2 12/1911 
13 8/1908 7 12/1911 
18 6/1909 8 12/1911 
19 6/1909 15 7/1912 
23 9/1909 28 4/1914 
24 9/1909 3] 6/1914 
25 9/1909 32 6/1914 
28 ~=10/1090 33 6/1914 
30 ~=10/1910 34 6/1914 
38 = 12/1910 35 6/1914 
BE a/c 4 10/1906 37 7/1918 
19 10/1909 38 =—-:12/1918 
31 11/1909 40 7/1925 
34 —-10/1910 43 $/1925 
50 /1906 71 2/1926 
BEL 44 3/1910 715 4/1927 
45 3/1910 78 4/1927 
46 3/1910 719 4/1927 
47 4/1910 
(KW) 


Check letter: The use of check letters on AN 4 wheel 
and bogie stock has been in use for several years now 
and in August 1983, STA has implemented the same 
application on goods rollingstock, Circular A156/83 
dated 23.8.83 states in part that the use of a check letter 
is ‘to simplify the validation of the wagon details when 
input into a computer system e.g. VWELAS. Check let- 
ters follow the last digit of the wagon number and 
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where possible a space is left between the wagon num- 
ber and the check letter’. 

The first observation by the correspondent of the 
application of check letters was at Benalla on Sun.14.8, 
when the following were noted: VBBX61B, 
VLCX240N, VLCX393S, VLCX481W, VLCX5S84K 
and VOCYI131A. Other vehicles noted with the 
Check letter up to Sun.3.9 are: G5693R, VFNX41G, 
VLCX354S, VLCX406D, VBLCX625B, VLEX8I15N, 
VOBX61E, VOCX250E, VOBX399G, VOCX413N, 
VOCX2029W, VPCX2Q, KMQ1869 and VLEX997K. 

To date, all vehicles sighted bearing the new Check 
letter have had the vehicle code, number and Check 
letter painted in approx. 105 mm _ height. However, on 
Sun.4.9, VTAQ2555J, was noted at Benalla. This vehi- 
cle carries workshops date N9.83 (NLDW9.87) and 
has the vehicle code, number, Check letter painted in 
the present 7” lettering. Is this another step closer to 
having AN take over rail operations in Victoria? 
(DMG) 


FH and GH wagons: .Newsrail, 6.83, p.152. There are 
now six FH wagons in service. Nos. 2 to 6 outshopped 
from Bendigo North on the dates shown: FH2 Fri.27.5, 
FH3 Thurs.26.5, FH4 Thurs.26.5, FHS Fri.27.5, FH6 
Mon.30.5. FH1 converted ex GY16986 on 10.12.82 
and not G16986 on 9.12.82 as shown. 

GH wagons in use on block superphosphate traffic 
between North Geelong and Wodonga coal sidings 
include the following numbers, which were stored at 
Benalla during July and August 1983: GH23, 43, 117, 
183, 237, 244, 246, 268, 274, 369, 422, 424, 460, 504, 
511, 538, 548, 549, 616, 621, 633, 644, 729, 782, 789. 
(DMG) 


Livery change: Vehicles lifted during July and up to 
mid August 1983 have been outshopped in standard 
livery but without any logo, pending the new STA logo 
V/Line. Some vehicles noted include: VBBX115(1), 
VLCX481W(2), VLCX489(3), VLCX567(3), 
VLCX607(3), VLCX629(3), VOCY1105(1). Num- 
bers in brackets represent overhaul dates: (1) BO 7.83, 
(2) NB 8.83, (3) BO 8.83. (DMG) 


V/Line locos: B84, X47, Y175 and L1156 all carried 

the new V/Line colours and symbols by the day of 

unveiling (Sun.21.8), as did N17 (4BN, 49BRN, 

S5IACN), 7AZ, 7BS and 10BRS. Y146, which was in 

the new colours, didn’t receive the symbols until about 

23.8, while on 24.8, T386 ran light to Geelong and 

return (from Newport??), freshly painted in the new 

corporate colours. On 21.8, when the new logo was 
revealed, most people seemed impressed and approved 

of the ‘new look’. However, their response to the V/ 

Line L1156 was not so good — many felt it didn’t suit 

the loco. 

On Sat.27.8, what was perhaps the first working of 
double V/Line locos occurred, with X47/B84, 
ALPY, 21ACN, 20BRN, 19BN on the 12.35 pm Up 
Warrnambool pass. 

N2 (4BN, 5BN, 6ACN) returned to Newport some 
weeks back and had its seating rearranged to the 
arrangement used in N3 upwards — seats aligned 
with the window pillars. This leaves N1 as the only 
wrongly-arranged set, but this set has now also 
returned to Newport for similar treatment. N2 com- 
bined.with new set N17, giving 4BN, 49BRN, 
S51ACN and SBN, 50BRN, 6ACN. This means only 
one more N set is needed to complete the contract 
for 54 cars (N18 should combine with N1). 
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Orange VBPYs — several vans have received the new 
colours in recent weeks, and now seem to be getting | 
numbered in order — apart from earlier, randomly 
numbered cars (eg 27, 52, 66, etc.), there is now a 
group 113-120 inclusive, numbers 117-120 being 
released during August. 

Radio-equipped locos: All C, H, S, X and Y class locos 
are now equipped as are B64, 65, 68, 69, 72, 74, 80- 
84, T1326, 347-412, and many L class, including 
numbers 1152, 1154, 1155, 1157-1159, 1163, 1165, 
1166, 1168, 1169, 1172 are also equipped. 

T333/T394 were noted on 2.8, freshly-painted, run- 
ning light from Newport to Geelong and return. 
These are probably the last locos to receive the old 
‘blue and gold’. T333 also has cut-away valances, 
similar to T345 and several others. 

During August, I began noting the numbers of | 
Australian National green and yellow 8300 class bra- | 
kevans (nowadays coded AVAY). Numbers I have 
noted are: 17H, 19H, 20D, 22V, 24Q, 37F, 71G, 
72P, 73B, 74K, 76F. Could somebody please explain 
what the letter after the van number stands for? | 
(PB) 


Rail tractors: The following is a list of rail tractors as at 
the end of July 1983. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 


3 Rochester 29 Nowa Nowa 

5 Seymour 30 Camperdown 

6 Castlemaine 31 Spotswood Workshops 
7 Williamstown Pier 32 Swan Hill 

8 Redan 33 Korong Vale 

9 Kyabram 34 Warrnambool 

10 Woodend 35 Traralgon 

11 Seymour 36 Bairnsdale 

12 Oakleigh 37 Bridgewater 

13 Redan 38 Leongatha 

14 Colac 39 Moe 

15 Hamilton 42 Westall 

16 Bendigo Loco 42 Horsham 

17 Bendigo Loco 43 Bendigo Loco 

18 Portland 44 Traralgon 

19 Footscray goods 45 Morwell Briquette Siding 
20 Maryborough 46 Spotswood Workshops 
21 Redceliffs 47 Deniliquin 

22 Kerang 48 Hamilton 

23 Seymour Loco 49 Morwell Briquette Siding 
24 Traralgon 50 Stawell 

25 Nhill 51 Morwell 

26 Irymple $2 Echuca 

27 Yarrawonga 53 Redan 

28 Tocumwal 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


home delivered? 


DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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New power vans for NSW: A contract worth more 
than $5 million to build five main line power-vans for 
the State Rail Authority of NSW has been won by 
Goninan of Newcastle. The vans will provide power to 
existing airconditioned passenger trains in NSW. They 
are also able to run with the /ndian Pacific and XPT- 
type carriages where they will be put to emergency use 
only. 

Each van is fitted with 3 GM8V/7IN diesel engines 
coupled to Stanford alternators. It will supply a cons- 
tant 415V 3-phase 50Hz power source to trains and 
| they will operate at track speeds of up to 130 km/h. An 
airconditioned guard’s compartment and a luggage 
compartment will be provided in each van. The first 
/van is scheduled to come off the production line next 

year. 


Yes? No? Will it? Won’t it? Should it? Shouldn’t 
it?: I’m referring to the Noradjuha - Balmoral - 
Hamilton line which closed officially in 1979, and 
which, while seemingly dead, simply won’t lie down. 
Wimmera wheat farmers and other groups have 
argued strongly for its upgrading and re-opening, but 
VicRail and its successor the STA don’t seem to be 
very interested. And so it appears to be an unanswera- 
ble question, in the short term at least. 

But it is interesting to note that this line is still subs- 
tantially intact, in contrast with the neighbouring 
Hamilton - Coleraine line of which little evidence now 
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remains beyond the Hamilton saleyards apart from the 
rusty off-register GYs being used as fertilizer transfer 
bins. VicRail certainly didn’t waste time accepting a 
tender for its removal. 

This writer took the opportunity of a little spare time 
during a seminar early in August to take a quick look at 
the Hamilton station yard and the state of the Balmoral 
line within the city limits. The yard presented little 
change from Ist to 4th August, apart from freight 
centre wagons. Four roads were filled with repainted 
empty GYs in anticipation of a good grain harvest this 
year. Unfortunately the writer was otherwise occupied 
when the sound of a loco whistle was heard and is una- 
ble to report through movements. 

An inspection of the Balmoral line to its divergence 
from parallel running with the Ararat line showed that 
it is completely in situ except for a rail length removed 
in the course of Telecom works. A number of pine 
trees are growing between the rails along with the 
expected grass and weeds. I have seen sleepers in 
worse condition on operating lines than those here. 
The semaphore signals protecting the junction with the 
main line (which had light signals) in both directions 
remain, along with point levers and locking. 

So at least ‘the makings’ remain, and don’t appear in 
danger of disappearing for the time being. Whether 
there will be any ‘smoke’ is more than the powers that 
be can or will say. And the speculation and argument 
goes on. (APB) 


Divergence of the Balmoral (left) and Ararat lines at Hamilton on 2.8.83. (A Brehaut) 


Castlemaine/Maldon railway news: On Fri.5.8.83, 
K160 of the Castlemaine and Maldon Railway Preser- 
vation Society was included in the load of a goods train 
from Bendigo to Castlemaine. At Castlemaine the 
locomotive will be prepared for DLI inspection. It is 
hoped that K160 and 16BCPL can be moved to 
Maldon by road or rail in time to run a passenger ser- 
vice along part of the line over Christmas. (WDSRS) 


Pandrol opens plant in Sydney: Pandrol Australia Pty 
Ltd had its new Blacktown plant opened by the NSW 
Minister for Transport on 22.8. Pandrol International 
and its associates throughout the world, are engaged in 
the manufacture and marketing of resilent track 
fastenings, designed to meet the varying needs of 
individual railway systems. The central element in the 
assemblies is the Pandrol rail clip, first manufactured 
in 1959, and now used in more than 60 countries. 
Since manufacture first commenced in 1959 over 350 
million clips have been placed in service — or suffi- 
cient to build a railway one and a half times around the 
world. The assemblies are equally suitable for hard or 
softwood sleepers; prestressed, pre or post-tensioned 
monobloc and twin-block reinforced concrete sleepers; 
steel sleepers and concrete slab and waybeams. They 
are adaptable to any gauge or rail section, for either 
continuously welded or jointed rail. 


Electric railway go-ahead: The Queensland Cabinet 
has approved a 1500 kilometre $600 million electrifica- 
tion of the Central Queensland railway line, the first 
stage of an electric link between Brisbane and 
Townsville. It will serve big coal mines by joining 
Blackwater to Gladstone and Goonyella to Hay Point. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Cooks International and Continental Timetables. 1974 
Nov. C; 1975 Nov. C; 1976 Oct. C; 1977 Jan; 1978 May, Oct; 
1979 May; $2.00 each. 1980 Mar, Dec; 1981 Nov. C; 
$3.00 each. W. A. Shepherd, 22 Howard St. Glen Iris 3146. 
Phone 25 4785. 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY I 

HOBBY CENTRE | 

490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 | 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 

OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. I 

CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. ] 

4 

I 


--4--- 


I TRAY UT NBT 
TRAIN WORLD 
I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. | 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays l 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. | 


| Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. l 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. l 


HOBBYCRAFT 


1 
, I 
for Model Railways i 
“N”” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
1 
I 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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The Treasurer said funds for the project would be 
raised from overseas borrowing and would be repaid. 
from savings on diesel fuel and not having to replace 
diesel locomotives. 


Tram patronage up: Tram use last financial year was 
5.3% up on the previous year and the highest since 
1969. The Transport Minister, Mr Crabb said that it 
was expected people would continue to be attracted 
back to public transport with the planned better ser- 
vices and equipment. New trams and light-rail vehicles 
would appear later this year and early next year. (IBB) 


Mystery photo from last month: The occasion was 
the Vintage Train to Westernport Bay on Sun.5.11.67. 
The photo was taken on the Crib Point triangle near 
the Navy base. D3639 was leading K191 on the K’s 
last run. 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: A train carries an electric staff 
while running on double when it is heading for the 
Maribynong River Line and is running between South | 
Kensington and Maribynong River junction. It also. 
happens between Dandenong and the junction of the 
Yarram Line. 


Next month’s question: With some many country 
lines closed in recent years, when was the first 
country line opened in Victoria? 


Recently we made an appeal for photographs. The response was very 
good. While black and white are favoured, colour prints are quite 
acceptable provides they have good contrast and are sharp. They will be 
printed in black and white as costs at the moment prevent us using colour 
in the magazine. Please do not send slides or negatives. 


THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


® BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

@ BADGES @ RECORDS 

@ SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
® SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 
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NOW AVAILABLE ... 


WESTRAIL 
IN ACTION 
by 

Clarrie Cole 


$2.90 


35 TODD STREET 
P.O. BOX 1013 
ALICE SPRINGS 5750 


TELEPHONE 
(089) 52 3128 


SOUTHERN 
STEAM 

IN FOCUS 

by 

Steve Gradidge 


$2.90 


COMING SOON ... 


WESTERN 
AUSTRALIAN 
PRESERVED 

LOCOMOTIVES 


Railmac Publications 


$4.90 
peel 


RAIL TEES 


T-SHIRTS Size 6-22 White-Cream 
Books Posters Postcards ato waite 


N.S.W.R. CLASS 
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AUST. NATIONAL 
HATS $4. 
Large or medium,adjustable- 


available in green or yellow 
ae 


{a Pi bs be = 
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THE COUNTRY 
RAILWAY IN 
AUSTRALIA 

by 

Robin Bromby 

$9.95 


Advance orders taken now. 


Rabin Brom, by 


ee) CLA 


4.95 AN ands 


ae - Joe. 
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35 TODD STREET 
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OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS 
FOR RAILWAY 
ENTHUSIASTS 


This delightful 2’6” gauge Baldwin 
2-8-0 operated by Central Osvaldo 
Sanchez is just one of the steam 
locomotives that the “Steam in the 
Caribbean” tour group will see in 
Seviaaa me 1984. Imagine recording this sight 
OSVALDO SANCHEZ + VN y and the one below with your 
we ~ - camera in 1984! 


THE A.R.E. IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE! Approval has been granted for a group tour 
to Cuba in 1984 and now offers — 


STEAM IN THE CARIBBEAN — Departs 23rd March, 1984. 


Cuba has so much to offer, as more than 500 steam locomotives are still alive and 
active. The tour will visit a number of Sugar Centrals (Mills) with steam operation on 
Standard, 3’, 26" and 2'3%" gauges in six provinces. In addition coverage of the 
fabulous Hershey Interurban, the last true example of the U.S. Interurban to survive, will 
be included. The tour also visits Southern U.S.A., Mexico, Panama and Jamaica. This 
little known part of the glove offers some of the most breathtaking landscapes in the 
world; railway systems which have a high proportion of engineering feats — many of 
them of considerable note, and the greatest engineering feat of all time — the Panama 
Canal. This is a once in a lifetime tour, and is unlikely to be repeated. 


OTHER UPCOMING DEPARTURES 

. Alaska, East Coast Canada and U.S.A. — Departs July, 1984. 

. Roof of Europe — Departs August, 1984. 

. China and Japan — Departs September, 1984. 

South America — Departs October, 1984. 

. New Zealand — Departs December, 1984. 

. Pakistan, Northern India and Nepal — Departs January, 1985. 

. Hong Kong to London by rail via Lisborne — Departs May, 1985. 
. Britain and Ireland — Departs August, 1985. 


ONONRON= 


For details of Tours write to: 


A.R.E. OVERSEAS TOURS 
P.O. BOX 187, 
CROYDON, VIC. 3136 


THE HERSHEY 
CUBAN INTERURBAN 


THE ASSOCIATION OF RAILWAY ENTHUSIASTS 
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AUSTRaL 
— AN RaiLWay HISTORICA 9 
SOCIETy 


THE VICTORIAN DIVISION OF THE 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY &s 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING 
THE RELEASE OF THEIR NATIONAL 


1984 


RAILWAY 
CALENDAR 


Printed on quality art paper 
in full colour, size 8335 mm x 245 mm 


AU 


Each month is printed in full colour and all States are represented. It is 
spiral bound and a convenient size, ideal for any wall. All public holidays 
are included and there is space for appointments to be noted. 


Recommended retail price: $5.50. Members: $4.50 — $5.75 posted. 


Features: 


Steam, diesel, electric and railmotors 


NM34 leaving Quorn 

4201 leading 4204 at Mittagong Junction 
AC16, 235A on a coal train near Ipswich 
C10 and N470 shunting at Creswick 
D°597 taking water at Perth station 


... and many more 


POST YOUR REMITTANCE TO: 


A.R.H.S. SALES 
PO. BOX 333, BOX HILL, 3128 


Cheque or money order 
(postage stamps not accepted) 


26 
ga 2h. 


B ARTY 
AILWAY HISTORIC AL, SOC 


AUSTRALIAN R 


OCTOBER 1983 287 


: 
{ 
} 
| 


